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As I write this message the first day of spring was a few days ago and the 
weather is beautiful or at least for now. I hope all you members in cold 
country are beginning to thaw out and get ready for warmer weather. 

I have attended numerous Coin Shows since the first of the year and so far 
they seem to be mostly bullion related shows. Attendance at most of the 
shows was very good but the volume of products sold was down from 
previous years. 

Our 2011 BRNA Convention is coming together very nice with about 
80% of the Bourse sold out already. The YN Director and Education Co-
ordinator are beginning to get their programs together and we should have 
some fine programs. Any dealer wanting to advertise in the Annual Con-
vention Program should get in touch with the Editor of the Journal, Ron 
Blackman and see what he has to offer in the way of an ad. 

I hope to see each of you at an upcoming show soon but if not, for sure at 
the BRNA Convention in Aug. I also hope everyone has a great spring so 
we can forget about the harsh winter of 2010-2011. If you see any of the 
Board member at a show, please feel free to give us your comments. 

Seeya Soon’ 
Gary  
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The first 3 months of the new year has gone by and spring should be just 
around the corner. It is still some what cold in North Carolina right now. 
We have had some rain mixed with some cold air and the weather is sup-
pose to be improving soon.  

The Coin Show season is in full swing. There appears to be a coin show 
every weekend and hopefully that the business is good for both the dealers 
and collectors. 

Bob Cochran has provided an article on Lucy Pickens which gives some 
good reading about the Queen of the Confederacy. 

Dan Sedwick has given BRNA permission to use articles that he has on 
his web site. The first article is about The Cobs of the Mint of La Plata, 
Bolivia. 

A Sharpe Political Token and Store Card is provided by Bill Groom. 

Don’t forget that we have a Call for Nominations for BRNA Officers 
and Board Members. If you have a nomination contact the Secretary for 
submission. Deadline is May 31, 2011. 

Thanks again for all of the support that you have shown BRNA and 
to let you know that everyone appreciates the support. Without you, 
BRNA would not be where it is today.  
Ron Blackman 
Email: RBlackman@cfl.rr.com 
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MEMBERSHIP FINANCIAL STATEMENT  

DATE DESCRIPTION DEBITS CREDITS 
BAL-
ANCE 

     
BALANCE 
12/30/2009    $24,562.81 

     
Deposits   $10,833.70  
Interest   $26.26  

     

Checks 
total checks 
processed $7,299.98   

     
BALANCE 
12/30/2010    $28,122.79 
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS  

President Gary Overton has called for nominations for Officers and three Board 
Members of the Blue Ridge Numismatic Association.  Nominations need to be 
sent via email or letter to the Secretary at Jbrush2@gmail.com or PO Box 56156, 
Virginia Beach, VA  23456 before the deadline of May 31, 2011.  If you have any 
questions, contact the Secretary. 

Below are the Office and the description of the position. 

President 

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Association.  With the approval 
of the Board of Governors he shall appoint all regular and special committees 
members, except those appointed by the Secretary for Convention.  He/she shall 
execute on behalf of the Association, when authorized by the Board of Governors, 
all contracts, and other legal instruments. 

Vice-President 

The Vice President shall preside during the absence of the Presidents and in the 
event of the President’s death or resignation.  The VP shall automatically become 
the President until the next regular election of officers.  His/her main duty shall be 
to assist the President in any duties assigned to him and promotion of membership 
in the Association. 

Board Members 

The BRNA Board meets four times a year (at the Convention in August, at the 
TSNS Show in Chattanooga in November, at the FUN Show and the TSNS Show 
in Chattanooga, in March).  The Board Members shall be subject to such definite 
orders and instructions as shall be given by meetings of the Association.  The 
Board shall promote the membership of the Association and offer suggestions for 
the growth of the BRNA and its convention. 
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LUCY PICKENS “The Queen of the Confederacy” 
By Bob Cochran 

 

It was like sealing a volume of Southern history when in Edgefield, 
South Carolina, a short time ago, the grave closed over the body of Lucy 
Holcomb Pickens, “the Queen of the Confederacy,”  She was a daugh-
ter of Virginia, which, from the earliest days of its history, has been pro-
verbial for its statesmen and beautiful women. 

Lucy Holcomb Pickens was still a young girl when her parents moved 
from Virginia to Texas.  The Holcomb’s were accustomed to pass their 
summers at the white Sulphur Springs, and it was at that famed retreat that 
Lucy, when scarcely out of her teens, met General Francis W. Pickens, 

Continued on page 8  
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LUCY PICKENS “The Queen of the Confederacy” (Continued) 
 

a distinguished diplomat of South Carolina.  Her beauty, grace, and bril-
liant intellect appealed irresistibly to him and he became an ardent and 
insistent suitor for her hand.  His addresses were gently repelled.  But in 
love, as in war and politics, General Pickens knew no such work as fail, 
and he renewed his suit with assiduity. 

“When you received the appointment you are seeking, I will marry you, 
but not till then, “said the capricious beauty. 

A few months later, Miss Holcomb was apprised of her lover’s success.  
President Buchanan had appointed General Pickens United States 
minister to St. Petersburg, Russia, and the appointment had been con-
firmed.  One day while the minister had been preparing for his departure 
on his mission, he received this summons from Miss Holcomb:  “Come, 
and I will keep my promise.” 

In a few days General Pickens was on his way to Texas, where, without 
unnecessary delay, the nuptials were solemnized. 

The minister and his young bride proceeded without delay to the Russian 
capital.  Among those who composed the highest society there, none were 
more prominent, none more sincerely admired than they.  General Pickens 
was notable figure.  He was distinguished for his intellect and breadth in 
statesmanship.  He won the esteem of the Czar of all the Russia’s within 
an incredibly short space of time. 
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LUCY PICKENS “The Queen of the Confederacy” (Continued) 
The rare beauty of Mrs. Pickens and her exceptional mentality caused her 
to shine with the most famous of the beauties in diplomatic circles.  She 
possessed a slender, exquisitely rounded figure, and moved with patrician 
grace and authority.  Her features were as clear-cut as an intaglio, and 
her eyes, which, in repose, were fawn-like in their softness, could flash 
when she was aroused.  Her hair, which fell almost to her feet, was like 
skeins of molten gold.  So beautiful, magnetic and resourceful a woman 
could not fail to win the homage of the distinguished men who came 
within the range of her influence.  

Even the czar himself showed her the 
most delicate attentions, and she was a 
frequent guest at his palace.  It was 
while she and her husband were visit-
ing at the imperial residence as guests 
of the czar and czarina that a daughter 
was born to them.  She christened 
Eugene Nava, the Duchess of Olga and 
Neva standing as godmother to the 

child.  The czar, who was present at the christening, gave the infant a 
costly necklace of pearls.  The mother, as she pressed the babe to her 
bosom, murmured,�“Douschka!” which in the Russian language means 
“darling.” 

“That is the sweetest name in the entire world,” said the Czar. 

Continued on page 10. 

 
As seen in the 
photo at right 
of Lucy, she is 
a very attracted 
woman.. 
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LUCY PICKENS “The Queen of the Confederacy” (Continued) 
 

“Then we who love her shall always call her�“Douschka,” replied Mrs. 
Pickens, and her daughter was henceforth known only by that name. 

At the close of his term of service, minister Pickens returned to South 
Carolina, arriving there on the eve of the War Between the States.  Gen-
eral Pickens was prevailed upon to be a candidate for Governor, and was 
elected by a very large majority.  The twenty-fourth of December, 1860, 
he issued a proclamation declaring the state of South Carolina a separate, 
sovereign, free and independent state. 

Mrs. Pickens, as mistress of the executive mansion in Columbia, became a 
factor in the political life of the state during a period of great excitement, 
when momentous issues were being decided by the arbitrament of the 
sword.  She attracted about her a coterie of distinguished men, and her 
power was felt.  She wielded a subtle, potent influence.  Her husband, 
who had the most implicit confidence in her mental acuteness and sound 
judgment, consulted her regarding matters of state.  She unraveled many 
knotty problems, and thus rendered the governor invaluable assistance.  
She had thrust upon her several unique honors.  She was given the un-
usual distinction of having her picture engraved on the Confederate bills 
(see image on next page)  It was at this time that a graceful eulogium was 
bestowed upon her by the eloquent Preston.  “You are the Queen of the 
Confederacy,” he said; and the appellation always clung to her.  

At the close of an administration that was marked by great ability on the 
part of Governor Pickens, that distinguished statesman retired to private 
life at his country home “Edgewood,” on the outskirts of the village of 
Edgefield, South Carolina.  This was an “Old-South” mansion, built with 
English solidity, in the colonial style of architecture.  
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LUCY PICKENS “The Queen of the Confederacy” (Continued) 

Its walls were of paneled oak and its floors of polished hardwood.  Its halls 
were broad and its verandas wide.  The building was surrounded by groves 
of oak, magnolia and laurel.  In the princely residence was dispensed ele-
gant hospitality. 

The Pickens stables were noted for the finest blooded stock in the state, 
and the kennels contained dogs of lengthened pedigrees.   

Fox hunting was the favorite sport of that locality, and the chase was often 
led in recent years by Senator Wade Hampton, Senator M.C. Butler, and 
dashing and gallant men, who have disappeared from public ken. 

Continued on page 12 

This image of Lucy Pickens appears on this 1864 $100 Confederate Currency. She 
also appeared on the 1862 $1 currency and the 1862 and 1863 $100 Currency. 
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LUCY PICKENS “The Queen of the Confederacy” (Continued) 
When the war was over and the changed conditions came, Governor 
Pickens continued to keep up his estate as before, for he still was 
wealthy.  His slaves remained with him.  It is true that they had been lib-
erated by formal proclamation, but scarcely one of them left his service.  
It was a personal love that they had for their master, and he continued to 
look after their wants and care for them as in the old days. 

Governor Pickens died in January, 1867.  His old servants requested 
the privilege of carrying the remains of the Governor to the grave, which 
they did, bearing the coffin in their arms, swaying and moaning at every 
step.  It was a strangely impressive scene, affording a glimpse into the 
past civilization-the baronial age in South Carolina. 
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LUCY PICKENS “The Queen of the Confederacy” (Continued) 
After a period of mourning, the old house was opened again, and assumed 
its ante-bellum gayety.  It was in this atmosphere that Douschka was nur-
tured, and it is but natural that she should followed in the footsteps of her 
mother.  She was brave, and love nature.  Half of her life was spent on 
horseback.  Her fearless and graceful equestrian feats have been the sub-
ject of graphic pen sketches.  She was known and loved by every man, 
woman and child in the country for miles around.  The woodcutter would 
cease his work and smile as she dashed through the forest and cheered 
him by a merry work or jest, and the workers in the field waved at her. 

Her marriage to Dr. George Dugas, of Augusta, occurred in 1880, and in 
1895 she returned to the home of her girlhood and died.  Her funeral was 
notable one.  Veteran soldiers marched in line, and strong men wept; old 
servants followed the bier, and their wails echoed through the forest.  
Twenty hunting dogs that had often followed her in the chase, joined the 
cortege and seemed to feel their loss-barking and whining pitifully. 

Her mother was like the exiled empress of France, robbed of her loved 
ones, robbed of her wealth-left alone and desolate.  

Continued on page 14 
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COINS 

  

Bought, sold, traded, appraised 
  
Bill Lane     Eddy Lane 
Gray, GA    Pensacola, FL 
(H) (478) 986-9795   (H) (850)477-1837 
(C) (478) 955-0724   (C) (850) 572-1208 

BRAZOS BULLION & BANKNOTES 
PO Box 623, Mauldin, SC 29662  

  
Office located at: 

  

419 S.E. Main Street    Suite #400 
Simpsonville, SC 29681 

  

Bill Robinson  (864) 430-7473 
  

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

LUCY PICKENS “The Queen of the Confederacy” (Continued) 
Mrs. Pickens was one of the charter members of the Mount Vernon Asso-
ciation, and one of the most beautifully equipped there will stand as a 
monument of her love and loyalty to the place.  For the past few years she 
lived in retirement.  Bereaved, heartbroken and dead to all living interest, 
this high-spirited and renowned woman passed the closing period of her 
life in solitude.  Her multiplied afflictions were more than she could longer 
endure, and their poignancy destroyed her.  When “The Queen of the 
Confederacy” breathed her last, almost at the same hour, in a little 
cabin nearby, her old nurse also died. 

Source: Adapted from Success Magazine, September 1906. 



15 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leon Hendrickson 
David Hendrickson 

 

800-788-7481 — Fax 765-584-1246 
 

Email: sales@silvertowne.com 
 

PO Box 424, Winchester, IN 47394 
 
 

Check our prices  -  
we ALWAYS  strive to give the  

fairest price possible for 
our coins. If you’re looking  

for certain dates or grades  -  
we have a huge 

inventory to fill you needs. 
 

Dealer Inquiries welcome 
 

Check our website for Market quotes 
 

www.silvertowne.com 
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Doug Komm  
ANA   FUN 

Denise Komm  
ANA   FUN  
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We buy NGC & PCGS Coins 

Ph: 386-775-9993 
2401 East Graves #22  
Orange City, FL 32763  

SIGN CHECKS WITH THUMB 
Submitted by Bob Cochran 

 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs has directed officials throughout Okla-
homa that hereafter every Indian who can not write his name shall be required to 
sign all his checks and official papers and to endorse checks and warrants cov-
ering Indian money by making an impression of the ball of his right thumb. 
Such imprint shall be witnessed by an employee of the Indian Agency or by one 
of the leading men of the tribe. His thumb mark signature must be witnessed by 
the postmaster of the place where he resides. 

Source: The Bankers Magazine 
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A Sharpe Political Token and Store Card -by Bill Groom  

Advertising tokens are commonly referred to as store cards. These store cards 
were a medium of advertising a business by virtue of their being conversation 
pieces; to be proudly displayed by a customer to some prospective customer. 
Such advertising was commonplace in England in the late 1700’s and started to 
catch on stateside in the early 1800’s. Store cards from the Hard Times era, 
1832-44 and the Civil War era, 1861-64, tend to be the most desirable such 
tokens. Yet, there are later, 19th century tokens from the so-called Trade era that 
are seldom seen and have great appeal to collectors. The below pictured token 
is one that took me many years to locate and acquire.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This token was once worn as a medalet, tied to one’s lapel button by a ribbon. It 
promotes the election of Grover Cleveland for president in 1884. Interestingly, 
there exists a similar store card/medalet, promoting Cleveland’s opponent, 
James G. Blaine. Political statements had then long accompanied commercial 
advertising on tokens. Such tokens, turned into medalets, tend to be quite popu-
lar  
Continued on page 26 



18 

 

TID BIT  -  MISS LIBERTY COVERS UP 
 
Was it an outraged pubic? Was it a foreshadowing of war? Or was it just a modifi-
cation without explanation? 
 
Designer Hermon MacNeil's Standing Liberty quarter dollar made its debut in 
January 1917, with the release of the small number of 1916 coins struck late in 
December. The first version of the Standing Liberty quarter dollar features Miss 
Liberty, standing, with an olive branch held in her right hand, a shield covering 
her left side, and her right breast exposed. All 1916 Standing Liberty quarter dol-
lars are struck in this style. Some 1917 Standing Liberty quarter dollars, desig-
nated by some collectors as Type 1, also feature a bare-breasted Miss Liberty.  
 
My mid-1917 and through the end of the series in 1930, the bare-breasted look 
was out and chain mail was in. Theories abound as to what the change was made, 
and the true answer may never be fully discovered. 
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COINS & COLLECTIBLES 
ROBERT L. FORREST 

BUY – SELL - APPRAISE 

BUYING GOLD & SILVER  

ROSSVILLE, GA  

423-596-2648 

forrest.r@att.net 

TID BIT  -  MISS LIBERTY COVERS UP (Continued) 
 

The original story is that the American public, in a fit of moral outrage, de-
manded that Miss Liberty be covered up. This tale is apocryphal at best, and 
widespread acceptance of artwork of a similar nature seems to believe that the-
ory. Another theory involves Miss Liberty symbolically arming herself for the 
upcoming conflict with the German Empire. This idea has not been confirmed by 
any sources of that time, although other sculptures designed MacNeil produced at 
this time show a similar transformation, with his allegorical female figures aban-
doning the classical look for chain mail. 
 
The best guess we have for now is that, in the minds of Hermon MacNeil and the 
Mint and Treasury officials, Miss Liberty looked better in chain mail. 

 
  

The image above is Liberty without  
her breast covered. 

This image is Liberty with her 
breast covered. 
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THE COBS OF THE MINT OF LA PLATA, BOLIVIA  
(Published in Treasure Auction #6 Catalog by Daniel Frank Sedwick, LLC. 

Oct 15-16, 2009)  
At our American Numismatic Association Summer Seminar course this year, we 
were privileged to have Barry Stallard present his die-study proof on the cobs of 
La Plata, Bolivia. Barry has spent years studying the earliest shield-type cobs of 
Lima and Potosí for the “missing link” of La Plata. His conclusions, summarized 
here, are beyond reproach. 

Archival documents show that the Lima mint, under assayer Xinés Martínez, 
closed in 1572 and did not reopen until 1577, under assayer Diego de la Torre. In 
1572, recognizing the need to move the mint closer to the source of the silver in 
Potosí, Viceroy Toledo ordered the dormant Lima mint to send its tools to a new 
mint in the mountain town of La Plata, where it was assumed that more silver 
would be turned in for making into coins, a process which generated income for 
the crown in the form of a 20% tax known as the quinto, the “king’s fifth.” The 
assayer selected for the job was none other than Alonso Rincón, the Lima mint 
assayer from its inception in 1568 to 1571 and also a former assayer of the Mexi-
can mint in the 1540s. Naturally the move was unpopular in Lima, whose mint 
workers instead sent only half the tools, which were received in La Plata in Sep-
tember of 1573. Archives indicate that, by early 1574, only 2,104 marks of silver 
(equaling about 141,000 reales) were converted to coins at the La Plata mint, 
using whatever tools they had. That was still a paltry amount of silver, in fact not 
even enough to cover the high expenses and the all-important king’s fifth. A sec-
ond move in March of 1574, this time to the source itself in Potosí, using the 
same assayer (Rincón) and tools, apparently solved the problem. 
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THE COBS OF THE MINT OF LA PLATA, BOLIVIA  

The problem for us, however, is how to identify those very few coins made in La 
Plata from December of 1573 through February of 1574. Because the same tools 
from Lima were used, the only major difference in design would be the assayer’s 
initial. More confounding is the fact that the general design—including the as-
sayer’s initial R for Rincón—was not changed when minting resumed in Potosí. 
In a nutshell, the task at hand is to identify which of the assayer-R coins matched 
the dies of Lima assayer X. 

In order not to miss anything, we start by assuming a whole range of denomina-
tions were made at La Plata: quarter, half, 1, 2, and 4 reales. Unfortunately, the 
known Lima assayer-X specimens of the fractional (quarter and half) denomina-
tions are just too rare to find any comparisons, but Stallard found several partial 
matches (separate punches, particularly lions and castles) with assayer-R speci-
mens in 1, 2 and 4 reales. After studying die states and other factors, Stallard 
concluded that these partial matches coincided with separate deliveries of the 
second half of the tools to the Potosí mint. 

There was, however, one full die match: the entire cross side of a 1R with P-X to 
right with a 1R with P-R to the left. The shield side on these coins was not an 
exact match but did contain several of the same punches. It is intriguing to specu-
late that moving P-R to the left of the shield was Rincón’s way of distinguishing 
the La Plata issue, especially since all later 1R from Potosí showed the P-R on 
the right instead. The reverse of that rule seems to be the case for Potosí’s higher 
denominations, nearly all of which show P-R to the left exclusively. 

Continued on page 24 
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15-17 April 
2011 

47th Anniversary Georgia Numismatic Association, Northwest 
Georgia Trade & Convention Center, Dalton, GA, I-75, Exit 
333. (PH: 1-770-421-8387) Email: Chascoins06@yahoo.com.  

20-21 May 
2011  

Gallatin Spring Coin & Currency Show, Civic Center, 210 Al-
bert Gallatin Ave, Gallatin, TN 37066 (PH: 615-451-5911). 
Email: gallatin.coin.show@earthlink.net.  

27-29 May 
2011  

The Greater Jacksonville Coin Show, Morocco Shrine Temple, 
3800 St. Johns Bluff Road S., Jacksonville, FL. (PH: 904-236-
8403)  

10-12 June 
2011  

International Paper Money Show. Cook Convention Center East 
Hall. 225 N. Main St., Memphis, TN. (PH: 800-243-5211 or 913
-338-3779)  

9-11 June 
2011  

Carolina Coin & Currency Show (NEW LOCATION) Metrolina 
Tradeshow Expo, Building C. 711 Old Statesville Rd, Charlotte, 
NC. I-77N, Exit 16. (PH: 919-828-9450)  

1-3 July 2011  Clearwater Coin Show, Hilton Hotel - Carillon Park, 950 Lake 
Carillon Drive, St. Petersburg, FL 33716. (PH: 1-727-733-3577). 
Email: Clearwatercoinshow@yahoo.com.  

7-9 July 2011  2011 Summer FUN Convention, Orange County Convention 
Center, Hall C, 9800 Universal Blvd, Orlando, Florida. (PH: 407
-321-8747). Email: CWibker@aol.com. Web site: 
www.funtopics.com  
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For a more up to date Show Calendar visit the BRNA website at www.brna.org 
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COINS, CURRENCY AND OTHER HISTORY EVENTS 

12 Apr  
1662  

Maryland passes act requiring each head of household to exchange 
60 pounds of tobacco for 10 shillings in Lord Cecil Calvert’s coins 
for each taxable member in the household.  

22 Apr  
1864  

Cent alloy changed, 2-cent first coin authorized with "In God We 
Trust" national motto.  

27 Apr  
1947  

It was Babe Ruth Day at Yankee Stadium as baseball fans, not just 
in New York, but across the country as well, honored the ailing star.  

09 May 
1843  

Matthew Stickney trades coins with Philadelphia Mint and receives 
Proof 1804 Draped Bust dollar in return.  

10 May 
1775  

First issue Continental paper money, payable in Spanish milled dol-
lars.  

25 May 
1857  

Mint begins paying out copper-nickel cents in exchange for Spanish 
silver coins.  

06 Jun  
1942  

Bureau of Engraving and Printing commences printing Series 1934 
$5 HAWAII emergency Federal Reserve notes.  

Coin Galleries on the Lake 
Owner/President Gary Duskie 

PO Box 3781 
Mooresville, NC 28117 

  
Phone: 704-662-9719 

Store Location: 142 Marketplace Ave. 
(behind Harris Teeter on Williamson 

Road) 

Web site: coingalleries.com 

Email: coingalleries@windstream.net  

Consignments accepted 
(Insured & Bonded—buying all 

scrap gold & silver) 
Buying all gold & silver coins 

Life Member: ANA, BRNA, CSNS, 
FUN, NCNA, PNG, SCNA 

  
Member: NGC & PCGS Coin & 

Currency Member 
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THE COBS OF THE MINT OF LA PLATA, BOLIVIA (Continue d 
 
Fortunately the X-to-R die-match in 
1R that we can safely attribute to La 
Plata is easy to recognize. While the 
castles are fairly standard, the lions are 
distinctively passant (one paw raised) 
and have a prominent tongue. Also, 
the tressure around the cross is triple-
punched. In his presentation, Stallard 
said that the multiple-tressure diagnos-
tic occurs only in the third quadrant, 
which appeared to be the case on the 
average-grade specimen he displayed, 
but the specimen we offer in this auc-
tion shows the other quadrants more 
clearly and reveals faint tripling in 
them as well. 
 
There are, in fact, only two known 
specimens of this La Plata issue so far, 
the Stallard specimen and the lot you 
see here. We expect and hope that this 
article will bring forth more examples, 
and perhaps something will turn up in 
other denominations as well. That 
said, if Stallard, who is an active col-
lector, found only one example in one 

denomination in many years of study, and we can confirm only one other, then 
it will probably always be an extremely rare issue, just as you would expect 
from a mintage that lasted no more than three months. 

TID BIT  -  EARLY ANTIFRAUD PROTECTION 
 
The Liberty Head 5-cent coin entered circulation in 1883. The word CENTS was 
added to the reverse of the coin in late 1883 to discourage the fraudulent practices 
of gold-plating the coin and passing it for a gold $5 piece. 1912 was the last year 
of official strikes for the Liberty head 5-cent series. Although five Liberty Head 
nickels were struck bearing the date 1913, these were not a regular issue and were 
never placed into circulation. 
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A Sharpe Political Token and Store Card -(Continued) 
nowadays as they’re desirable to those who collect local memorabilia and/or 
political items as well. Since Mr. Sharpe issued these medalets on behalf of 
both candidates, he likely saw neutrality  as a preferable means of sales-
manship.   
This token is 15mm in diameter, compared to a current cent which has a di-
ameter of 19mm. It is brass, and known specimens are typically hfs or holed 
for suspension. Rulau lists the Sharpe store cards in the 2004, fourth edition 
of his United States Tokens 1700-1900. He then valued the Blaine and Cleve-
land issues at $50 and $70, respectively. Rulau gauged them each at “Rarity 
8” -estimating that less than ten specimens have been seen by knowledgeable 
collectors. Over twenty-five years of searching netted me but this one!  

Adolph D. Sharpe had assumed ownership of his dry goods business from a 
Mr. Hazeltine who also billed his business as the PEOPLE’S STORE. 
Therein were sold carpets, rugs, mats, and all manner of textile goods like 
towels, quilts, etc. He issued many, colorful advertising cards, about the size 
of postcards, too. One has to wonder if Mr. Sharpe ever gave thought to 
the fact that his advertising efforts would be so long remembered? 
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