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The Blue Ridge Numismatic Association (BRNA)  

invites you to attend its 

 
52nd ANNUAL CONVENTION 

 

NORTHWEST GEORGIA TRADE AND  

CONVENTION CENTER, 

2211 Dug Gap Battle Road  

Dalton, GA 

Exit 333, I-75 

19-21 AUGUST 2011 
Thursday August 18,  2 - 8 PM Dealer Set-up with Tables 

Friday August 19  -  Public 10AM to 6 PM 
Saturday August 20  -  Public 10AM to 6PM 
Sunday August 21  -  Public 10AM to 3PM 

  

Best Collector Marketplace 
Educational Programs    YN Program 

Over 200 Tables 
Educational Forums (Friday & Saturday) 

Free Parking 
Early Bird Badge Available  

(access to Bourse Area at 4PM on setup day) 

Bourse Chairman: Bob Hurst 
Email: forvm@cfl.rr.com     Phone 321-427-6474 

Web Site: www.brna.org 
 

General Robert E. Lee (impressionist David Chaltas) will be at 
the Convention Friday and Saturday. The General will be visit-
ing with the public and be part of the YN Program on Satur-
day at 1 PM. 
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 Mail to: BRNA—PO Box 56156, Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

President’s Message 4 

Editor’s Notes 5 

BRNA Membership Application 3 

That Devil Forrest 6 

His Distinguishing Mark 16 

Grading Terms for Obsolete Banknotes 19 

North Vs South or ANA vs BRNA 20 

The Most Expensive Cent 24 

Coin Show Calendar 22 

Coins, Currency and other Events 23 

List of Officers and Governors 25 

Our Advertisers 26 

Table of Contents 



5 

 

���������	�
�����
����������	�
�����
����������	�
�����
����������	�
�����
�
 



Well our 52nd  Annual Convention is fast approaching and it appears that 
it will be an outstanding event.  Bob Hurst is hard at work finishing up all 
the necessary tasks needed to put the show in motion.  Ron Blackman is 
also busy getting everything finalized for the Convention Program.  We 
would like to thank all the dealers and businesses that took an ad out in it. 

 
We could still use a few volunteers to help at the convention so if you 
have a little time please contact Blenda and see where she needs some 
help.  Gayle Pike is sure to have another outstanding Youth Program so 
let any YNs that you know to be sure and attend.  Barry Ciociola has 
some outstanding speakers set up for the educational seminars and we 
hope many of you can attend them. 
 
Summer is upon us now and the bullion market is still hot as I write this 
message.  I believe that we will have great attendance at the Convention. 
Some of the local merchants in Dalton will again be offering discounts to 
Convention attendees so be sure to check around for coupons when you 
get to the show. 
 
This will be my last President’s message since I will be stepping down as 
your President at the August meeting.  I have enjoyed serving each and 
every one of you for the past several years and I will continue to serve 
BRNA in any way that I am called upon to serve.  The Honorable Grant 
Campbell will take over the President’s position in August and I am sure 
that he will do a fantastic job in the position.  I would like to thank all 
those that have assisted me during my terms in office.  
 
I hope to see you all at the convention. Please stop by and say Hi when 
you get there.  I hope everyone has a prosperous and safe summer.  
 
Gary 
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We have made it through another three months and time just seem to fly.  
I was looking at the calendar and as I am writing this our BRNA Conven-
tion is just less than three months away.  It doesn’t seem like it should be 
that time again but I guess it is.  We have a conflict again this year with 
ANA so some of our dealers will be attending that show versus BRNA.  It 
would be nice to have a organization like ANA stop having their shows 
against some of the regional shows.  

In this issue we have several good articles that has been provided and pro-
vides some good reading. 

Included in this issue: “Grading Terms for Obsolete Banknotes” that has 
provided myself with some good knowledge about grading banknotes, and 
I hope that you will receive knowledge from reading the article. 

I would like to apologize to the readers for the misspelling of “Lucy Pick-
ens” name that appear on the front of the last Journal.  It was strictly a 
typo that I made when doing the cover.  

Thanks again for all of the support that you have shown BRNA and 
to let you know that everyone appreciates the support. Without you, 
BRNA would not be where it is today.  

Hope to see everyone at the upcoming Convention in August.  If you 
would want to talk to myself about some ideas or articles for the Journal 
just page me. 
 
Ron Blackman 
Email: RBlackman@cfl.rr.com 

IN MEMORIAM  
LUTHER BAIN 

Luther Bain a long time numismatist passed away on June 9, 2011.  
Luther was a Life Member in good standing of Blue Ridge Numis-
matics Association and attended most of BRNA Convention 
Shows.  His humor and smile will be missed by all his many 
friends.  Please remember him and his family in your prayers dur-
ing this time. 
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“That Devil, Forrest” 
and the 

Selma, Marion & Memphis Railroad 
By Bob Cochran 

 
The Selma, Marion & Memphis Railroad 

 
According to Walter Rosene, the Selma, Marion & Memphis Railroad 
was originally chartered as the Marion & Alabama River Transporta-
tion Company, to construct a line from Marion, Alabama to the Alabama 
River.  The name was changed to the Marion Railroad Company in 1854 
and to the Marion & Cahawba Railroad Company in 1858.  The name was 
changed again in 1860 to Cahawba, Marion and Greensboro Railroad, and 
finally in 1868 to the Selma, Marion & Memphis Railroad. 
 
After the War, former Confederate Cavalry General, Nathan Bedford 
Forrest, became president of the Selma, Marion & Memphis Rail-
road.  He desired to expand the railroad, but there was a severe shortage 
of laborers in the South at the time.  Another former Confederate General, 
Gideon Pillow, had formed a labor company to provide Chinese workers, 
and in 1869 Forrest purchased five thousand dollars of stock in Pillow’s 
firm.  Pillow’s organization was forced to close due to lack of funds and 
Forrest arranged to hire Chinese workers from San Francisco broker Cor-
nelius Koopmanschap.  The Chinese workers were used on an extension 
of the railroad from Marion to Greensboro and on to Sawyerville, some 
forty-five miles.  
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“That Devil, Forrest” (Continued)  

The Panic of 1873 caused a shortage of funds needed to continue the 
construction.  Forrest was able to arrange considerable financial sup-
port from the state of Alabama, but he was unsuccessful in a visit to New 
York where he sought funds from eastern investors.  By 1874 he had ex-
hausted his personal fortune in an attempt to pay the debts of the rail-
road, and he resigned from the office of president “to relieve the company 
of any embarrassment it might have suffered from his connection with the 
management.” 

Richard Hoober states that the line to Sawyerville was completed in 
1875 and the railroad failed. On October 1, 1878 it was reorganized as 
the Selma & Greensboro Railroad, and later became part of the Southern 
Railway System. 
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“That Devil, Forrest” (Continued)  

Scrip Issues of the Selma, Marion & Memphis Railroad 

The Selma, Marion & Memphis Railroad issued scrip notes in 25-cent, 
$2, $5 and $100 denominations for use in Alabama.  The designs of the 
notes are identical to the illustration except for the denomination.  All of the 
notes bear the engraved signature of N.B. Forrest as president. The stan-
dard contracts of the time required the railroad to provide the workers with 
“sufficient provision (in the case of the Chinese laborers it was rice, pork, 
fish or beef, vegetables and tea), free of charge.”  It was a common practice 
for companies to operate a store for the workers to purchase goods and ser-
vices not called for in the contract, and these notes were obviously used for 
that purpose – the obligation states that the railroad will “Pay to the Bearer 
_______ in Merchandise at their Store.”  The notes were issued in Marion, 
Alabama, and all are dated March 1, 1871. 

Below is an example of the Scrip Issues of the Selma, Marion & Memphis 
Railroad.  On the top note you can see N.B. Forrest engrave signature as 
president. Source: Internet 
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“That Devil, Forrest” (Continued)  

Paul Garland indicates that the City of Memphis was a large stock-
holder in the early days of the railroad, selling bonds and issuing war-
rants to get the railroad completed.  His listing includes a $10 note not 
contained in Rosene, but he does state that the note is dated March 1, 
1871, the same date as the notes payable at Marion, Alabama.  Hoober 
tells us that a Third, Fourth and Fifth series of notes were issued in $5 and 
$20 denominations, dated April 25, 1873, 1874 and 1875 respectively.  
He also states that the design of these notes is different in that there is a 
train at the right.  Garland and Hoober do not indicate whether the notes 
were payable at Marion, Alabama or some other location.  The imprint on 
all of the notes listed is the same, “Henry Seibert & Bros., Ledger Build-
ing Corner William & Spruce St., NY. 
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“That Devil, Forrest” (Continued)  

NATHAN BEDFORD FORREST 
Nathan Bedford Forrest was the most colorful of the 
Confederacy’s Lieutenant Generals and one of the 
world’s greatest commanders of mounted troops.  Unlike 
many of the other Union and Confederate generals who 
were graduates of the United States Military Academy at 
West Point, Forrest received only about six months of 
formal schooling. He was born in middle Tennessee on 
July 13, 1821, the eldest son of William Forrest, a black-
smith.  He moved to Mississippi with his parents in 
1834. When William Forrest died three years later, the 
fifteen-year-old Nathan took over the support of his wid-
owed mother, five brothers and three sisters.  By diligent 
application and good management as a laborer, livestock 
dealer, slave trader and planter, he rose from poverty to 
great wealth.  In 1849 he moved to Memphis, nine years 

later he became an alderman there.  When Tennessee seceded, he was 
nearly forty years old, but he promptly enlisted as a private, along with his 
brother, Jeffrey, and Nathan’s fifteen-year-old son, William.  Within a 
month he was authorized to raise a battalion of cavalry; and in Octo-
ber 1861, he became lieutenant colonel of this organization. 

Portrait of 
General Na-
than Bedford 

Forrest 
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“That Devil, Forrest” (Continued)  

Forrest’s command was part of the garrison at Fort Donelson, and he dis-
agreed with the decision of the co-commanders to surrender to the federal 
forces commanded by U.S. Grant.  In a daring maneuver, Forrest and 
his troops escaped from the fort through enemy lines the night before 
the surrender.  Forrest participated in the Battle of Shiloh in April 1862 
and received a serious wound.  In July 1862 he was promoted to brigadier 
general.  He then began to develop the type of operation that was to be-
come his specialty – moving with lightning speed deep into enemy terri-
tory, surprising the foe, striking furiously, wreaking destruction and then 
moving on before the victims could recover their balance.  He and his  
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“That Devil, Forrest” (Continued)  

troops were greatly feared by the Union soldiers, and he earned his 
nickname from one respectful adversary – Major General William 
Tecumseh Sherman.  After one encounter with the troops under Forrest’s 
command, Sherman wrote to President Abraham Lincoln “that Devil 
Forrest” must be killed even if the effort bankrupted the Federal Treasury 
and sacrificed ten thousand Union soldiers. 

One federal soldier who was terrified of Forrest was Major General 
Stephen A. Hurlbut, who commanded some 12,000 troops that occupied 
Memphis during 1863.  He was so afraid that Forrest, with some 2,500 
men, would “come and get him” that he consistently refused to allow his 
troops to leave the city.  Grant finally replaced Hurlbut with Major Gen-
eral Cadwallader Washburn in late 1863.  

������
COINS 

  

Bought, sold, traded, appraised 
  
Bill Lane     Eddy Lane 
Gray, GA    Pensacola, FL 
(H) (478) 986-9795   (H) (850)477-1837 
(C) (478) 955-0724   (C) (850) 572-1208 
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BRAZOS BULLION & BANKNOTES 
PO Box 623, Mauldin, SC 29662  

 
Office located at: 

  

419 S.E. Main Street    Suite #400 
Simpsonville, SC 29681 

  

Bill Robinson  (864) 430-7473 
  

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

“That Devil, Forrest” (Continued)  

Shortly after dawn on August 21, 1864 Forrest did raid Memphis.  He 
had no intention of capturing the city; he was attempting to drive the fed-
eral cavalry out of Mississippi, and he hoped that a successful raid would 
result in the cavalry being recalled to help guard the city’s port and mas-
sive supply depot.  Forrest also hoped he could capture the three federal 
generals in the city at the time, and it almost worked.  However, many of 
Forrest’s troops were from Memphis and they made too much noise; they 
also created much excitement among the civilian population, all of which 
altered the federal forces.  Washburn barely excepted from the Confeder-
ates in his nightshirt, making a hasty dash from his quarters across a gar-
den, down an alley, and then sprinting about a half-mile to the fort.  Jeffrey 
Forrest, by then a colonel, captured Washburn’s sword and one of his dress 
uniforms. The raid also resulted in the capture of some 600 federal 
troops.  

Later in the day Forrest sent a messenger under a flag of truce to the fort, 
offering the return of Washburn’s possessions.  He also indicated that the 
600 prisoners, who were hatless and barefooted, would probably appreciate 
receiving some provisions and clothing.  Washburn sent so much food that 
Forrest was able to feed the prisoners and all of his own men.  The prison-
ers were later released. 

Forrest was “hot-blooded,’ a trait that probably contributed to his 
military successes but also cause him considerable problems off the 
battlefield.  One incident in June 1863, Forrest was shot by one of his sub-
ordinates.  Forrest had enough strength left to fatally stab his assailant with 
a knife.  General Braxton Bragg was later Forrest’s commanding officer   
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Leon Hendrickson 
David Hendrickson 

 

800-788-7481 — Fax 765-584-1246 
 

Email: sales@silvertowne.com 
 

PO Box 424, Winchester, IN 47394 
 
 

Check our prices  -  
we ALWAYS  strive to give the  

fairest price possible for 
our coins. If you’re looking  

for certain dates or grades  -  
we have a huge 

inventory to fill you needs. 
 

Dealer Inquiries welcome 
 

Check our website for Market quotes 
 

www.silvertowne.com 
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Doug Komm  
ANA   FUN  

Denise Komm  
ANA   FUN  
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We buy NGC & PCGS Coins 

Ph: 386-775-9993 
2401 East Graves #22  
Orange City, FL 32763  

His Distinguishing Mark 
One day a Big City Bank received the following message from one of its 
country correspondents: “Pay twenty-five dollars to John Smith, who will 
call today.” 

“The cashier’s curiosity became suspicious when a cabman assisted into 
the bank a drunken “fare,” who shouted that he was John Smith and 
wanted some money.  Two clerks pushed, pulled and piloted the boister-
ous individual into a private room away from the sight and hearing of 
regular depositors.  

“The cashier wired the country bank: ‘Man claiming to be John Smith is 
here.  Highly intoxicated.  Shall we await identification?”  “The answer 
read: Identification complete.  Pay the money.” 
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“That Devil, Forrest” (Continued)  

where a deep hatred developed between the two men.  General Bragg later 
transferred command of Forrest’s troops to General Joseph Wheeler with-
out notification or explanation. With this Forrest strode into General Brax-
ton’s tent and threaten his life if their paths every cross again. 

Following this Forrest was transferred to Mississippi and promoted to ma-
jor general.  At Tupelo on June 10, 1864, he won his greatest victory.  
With about 3,500 Confederates, he routed a federal force of approxi-
mately 8,100 commanded by General Samuel D. Sturgis.  During his 
time in Mississippi, Forrest experienced a personal tragedy.  On February 
22, 1865 as the Confederates launched a charge, his youngest brother Jef-
frey, received a bullet in the neck and fell from his horse. After the General 
rushed to his brother’s aid and realized he was dead, he got back on his 
horse and led a fierce and successful attack on the federals.  

On February 1865 Forrest was promoted to lieutenant general given com-
mand of all the cavalry in Mississippi, east Louisiana and western Tennes-
see.  He fought his last battle at Selma, Alabama in April 1865. 
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COINS & COLLECTIBLES 
ROBERT L. FORREST  OWNER 

BUY – SELL - APPRAISE 

BUYING GOLD & SILVER  

ROSSVILLE, GA  

423-596-2648 
forrest.r@att.net 

 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

 
53rd ANNUAL COIN CONVENTION & 

CURRENCY SHOW 
  

September 23-25, 2011 
Fri. 10-6, Sat 9-6, Sun 9-4 

  
NEW LOCATION 

Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center 
2371 Carl D. Silver Parkway Fredericksburg, VA 22401 

  
120+ Dealer Tables - Educational Speakers & Exhibits 

Youth Activities 
Free Admission & Parking 

$35 Early Bird Admission during dealer setup, starting 3PM, Sep 22 
 

  

Hosted by Culpeper, Rappahannock Area &Warrenton Coin Clubs 
  

Bourse Chairman: George Coburn, P. O. Box 824, Bealeton, VA 22712 
540-272-1524 – email: coburngregg@gmail.com 

 

More information at vnaonline.org and fredericksburgexpocenter.com����

GRADING TERMS FOR OBSOLETE BANKNOTES 

Crisp Uncirculated -  A note that lacks folds and has never been in circulation. 
Notes that are well centered, bright, and have fresh appearing paper may be de-
scribed as choice or gem uncirculated. 
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“That Devil, Forrest” (Continued)  

Forrest inspired his men to valor by personal example.  During the course 
of the war he was wounded four times, had twenty-nine horses shot from 
under him and killed federal troops in hand-to-hand combat.  His basic rule 
in fighting was, in his own words, to get there first with the most.  His spell-
ing and grammar left much to be desired but he had no trouble making him-
self understood.  In 1875 he quietly accepted the Christian faith and joined 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.  He headed the Ku Klux Klan for a 
while after the war, but withdrew from the organization when it threatened 
to degenerate into an instrument of personal vengeance.  

He died in Memphis on October 29, 1877.  His obituary contained the fol-
lowing vignette: “General Forrest made a good appearance in society.  He 
attended a party in Columbia during the war, and a brilliant and eloquent 
talking lady, now married, said to him, “General Forrest, why is it that 
your whiskers are black and your head gray?”  General Forrest re-
plied, “Because, miss, I work my head more than I do my jaws.” 

GRADING TERMS FOR OBSOLETE BANKNOTES (Continued) 

Uncirculated -  A note that lacks folds and has never been circulated. 
These notes may be cut close, but have crisp paper. Some degree of foxing may 
be apparent. Foxing is the presence of small areas of brown discoloration of the 
paper. This process is related to fungal growth, increased humidity, and genera-
tion of acid that degrades paper.  

Almost Uncirculated A note with a single centerfold or several minor corner 
or edge folds. Light handling is evident. 

Extremely Fine  Three or four folds are present but the note retains its 
original crispness. 

Very Fine  A note that has moderate folds but still retain some of 
its original crispness. 

Fine   This is the lowest grade at which a bank note retains 
any crispness.  Moderate wear and light soiling may be present, but major defects 
are not present. 

Very Good  These notes are worn but evenly circulated and fully 
intact.  They may have minor defects such as soiling, tiny edge tears, and signs of 
previous mounting on the reverse. 

Good   These notes are well worn and soiled but mostly intact.  Minor 
missing pieces, tears, and graffiti may be present.  CONTINUED PAGE 21 
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NORTH vs SOUTH 
Or 

ANA vs BRNA 
By Blenda Brush 

The year of 2011 is commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the War of Northern 
Aggression (The Civil War) with reenactments everywhere in the US.  When the 
War Between the States broke out with the cannon firing at Fort Sumter in South 
Carolina no one knew that this would affect such a large number of people and 
different locations.  One of the locations that was affected was the city of Dalton, 
Georgia. 

In August another conflict will arise. 

The Blue Ridge Numismatic Association will be celebrating their 52nd Convention 
in the city of Dalton, while the ANA will be conducting their Convention in Chi-
cago, on August 19-21.  This is a conflict of shows, however without the availabil-
ity of changing dates the BRNA Board agreed to continue with their show on the 
3rd weekend of August. 

The dealers are the most important part of a successful show and the BRNA will 
try and accommodate the dealers that need to be in two places at one time.  There-
fore if you are a dealer that will be unable to attend and have signed up for the 
BRNA Show in August please notify Bob Hurst at forvm@comcast.net or tele-
phone number 321-427-6474. 

The BRNA will be celebrating the Sesquicentennial of the beginning of the Civil 
War with General Robert E. Lee in attendance on Friday and Saturday.  He 
will be attending the Young Collectors meeting on Saturday at 1:00 PM and walk-
ing the bourse for the remainder of the two days. We would like everyone to at-
tend the show and meet this southern gentleman. 

Another change that the BRNA Board has approved, due to the number of dealers 
that leave on Saturday, the BRNA will accept Club Members and members of the 
BRNA to obtain tables at a discount rate for the day on Sunday.  If you would like 
to participate in this, please contact Bob Hurst for availability. 

During the BRNA Convention there will be several Numismatic Theatres and the 
Young Collectors programs.  The information and time frames will be available on 
the website at www.BRNA.org. 

If you are interested in the BRNA Show – there are a few tables available.  
Bourse Applications are available on the website or by contacting Bob Hurst 
at 321-427-6474. 

Come be a part of the largest and original coin show of Dalton, Georgia.  The 
BRNA is sure to entertain and we hope that you will come and enjoy the numis-
matic treasures and also the links to the history of the Civil War. 
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GRADING TERMS FOR OBSOLETE BANKNOTES (Continued) 

Almost Good These notes are well worn and soiled.  Substantial tears or other 
defects may be present.  Approximately 5% to 10% of the note may be missing.  

Fair    A note that is well worn and soiled with substantial damage.  
Such notes may have large tears and 10% to %20 of the note may be missing. 

Poor  This is the lowest grade in collectible obsolete notes.  Signifi-
cant damage may be present and greater than 20% of the note may be missing.  
This is still an acceptable grade for extremely rare collectible pieces. 
Pinholes  Obsolete notes often are found with some pinholes.  
Pinholes result from notes that were held together or attached to clothing with 
straight pins or were stored on spindles in banks following counting or cancella-
tion.  Paper defects and minute ink corrosion of paper also may appear as pin-
holes.   CONTINUED PAGE 22 
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15-17 July 51st Anniversary Alabama Numismatic Society Annual Conven-
tion, Bessemer Civic Center, 1130 9th Ave SW, Bessemer, AL. 
(PH: 205-616-9385).  

19-21 Aug  BRNA 52nd Anniversary Annual Convention. Northwest 
Georgia Trade and Convention Center, 2211 Dug Gap Battle 
Rd, Dalton, GA 30720. I-75, Exit 333. (PH: 321-427-6474). 
Email: forvm@comcast.net 

9-11 Sept Central Florida Coin Club, Coin and Money Show. Central Flor-
ida Fairgrounds, 4603 W. Colonial Dr. (Hall C), Orlando, FL. 
(PH: 407-657-6440). Email: cfccbourse@hotmail.com.  

23-25 Sept 53rd VNA Convention Coin & Currency Show. Expo & Confer-
ence Center, 2371 Carl D. Silver Parkway, Fredericksburg, VA. 
(PH: 540-272-1524). Email: coburngregg@gmail.com.  

30 Sept - 2 
Oct   

NCNA 53rd Annual Coin Show and Convention. Hickory Metro 
Convention Center, 1960 13th Ave., SE, Hickory, NC, (PH: 704-
450-1639). Website: www.ncnaonline.org.  
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For a more up to date Show Calendar visit the BRNA website at www.brna.org 

GRADING TERMS FOR OBSOLETE BANKNOTES (Continued) 
 
The terms and definitions above are attempts to standardize the grading of obsolete 
banknotes.  This information, with slight modifications, is based upon the standards 
of Russell and Linda Kaye of the Sellitstore, Inc. (www.sellitstore.com/
grading.htm) 
 
Source: “State of Georgia Treasury Notes, Treasury Certificates & Bonds”  W. Mack Martin 
granted permission for use of this information.  
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COINS, CURRENCY AND OTHER HISTORY EVENTS 

11 July 
1792  

Thomas Jefferson takes $75 in silver from George Washington to 
Philadelphia Mint to be coined.  

12 July 
1910  

BEP delivers first package of currency containing star replace-
ment notes to US treasurer. 

19 July 
2000 

Bank of Japan releases new 2,000-yen bill, first new bank note 
since 1958.  

31 Jul 
1914  

New York Stock Exchange closes its doors for eight months due 
to war in Europe.  

17 Aug 
1869  

US Treasurer reports "half counterfeit $10 greenback, consisting 
of "equal portions of genuine and counterfeit notes which had 
been cut and pasted together.  

22 Aug 
1785  

William Barton submits his outlines for the establishment of a 
Mint to the Continental Congress  

Coin Galleries on the Lake 
Owner/President Gary Duskie 

PO Box 3781 
Mooresville, NC 28117 

  
Phone: 704-662-9719 

Store Location: 142 Marketplace Ave. 
(behind Harris Teeter on Williamson 

Road) 

Web site: coingalleries.com 

Email: coingalleries@windstream.org 

Consignments accepted 
(Insured & Bonded—buying all 

scrap gold & silver) 
Buying all gold & silver coins 

Life Member: ANA, BRNA, CSNS, 
FUN, NCNA, PNG, SCNA 

  
Member: NGC & PCGS Coin & 

Currency Member 
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THE MOST EXPENSIVE CENT 
by Bill Groom 

  
The only known copper 1943-D Lincoln Cent recently sold for $ 1,700,000. 
That’s right, $1.7 million! The anonymous former owner had donated the 
coin to charity before the sale so that the charity would get the proceeds. 
The sale was brokered by two coin dealers. The new owner displayed his 
purchase at the 2011 FUN Show in 
Tampa, Florida. Alongside his new 
purchase, the new owner displayed 
both a Philadelphia and a San Fran-
cisco example of the 1943 copper 
cent! As the 1943-D copper cent is 
apparently unique, this is the only 
such set extant. There are reportedly 
less than twenty of the P and S mint 
cents combined.  
 
 
 
 
 
Many fakes of the 1943 copper cent exist, made specifically for collectors to 
have fun with their friends.  Most of the fakes are copper-plated and can 
easily be detected by holding the coin near a magnet. The plated ones will 
be drawn to the magnet, whereas a copper cent will not. Occasionally, a col-
lector may encounter an altered date, like a 1948 which has had the 8 made 
into a 3. The genuine 1943 cents exhibit a 3 that has a stretched or flanged 
appearance at the lower point. It may also show tooling marks where part of 
the 8 was severed. While not worth much, these fakes are educational and 
do cause collectors to study and get more familiar with coins in general. 

The image above is the 1943D cop-
per cent that was sold for $1.7M. 
Photo Credit: Legend Numismatics 

The image at left is the 1948D copper 
cent that is used by altering the “8” to 
exhibit a “3”.  This is important to 
now to avoid purchasing something 
that is not genuine. 
Photo Credit: Ray Koma Coins 
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BRNA FUTURE CONVENTION DATES 
2012 Setup 16 August   Show starts 17-19 August 2012 
2013 Setup 15August   Show starts 16-18 August 2013 
2014 Setup 14 August   Show starts 15-17 August 2014 
2015 Setup 20 August   Show starts 21-23 August 2015 
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